Medina Raptor Center

Newsletter
Fall 2022

Rescue.
Rehabilitate.
Release.

NEWS FROM THE MEWS

Always learning, always improving.

It’s fitting our Fall newsletter has a
back-to-school theme. Everyone is
getting back to the routine of
school or college which includes
our amazing group of summer
interns (featured inside) who are
all now back in college. They not
only
had
a
great
summer
experience and learned so much
working here, we also gained
incredible knowledge and support
from them every day.

Unlike schools and universities that
have the summer off, which allows
their maintenance staff to update
school facilities and grounds, we
are open 365 days a year and
must find ways to do that while still
caring for nearly 100 rehab and
education ambassador birds.
So here’s the amazing thing I’ve
learned about this unbelievable
group of MRC volunteers and
interns: they just get it done. Yes,
sometimes I have a hit list for them
to check off to make sure that
everything that needs to be
completed gets done.

But my list pales in comparison to
what this incredible group of
dedicated people just makes
happen on their own. Proactive
tasks, ideas and suggestions to
help make MRC run better or
smoother are a daily occurrence.
And I’m not just talking about
improving
routine
tasks
like
creating
daily
feed
menus,
donating better scissors, knives
and scales for food prep, or
improving daily communications
from one shift to the next.

This group takes on major projects
like reorganizing the hospital
which will end up doubling our
hospital
space
when
done,
replacing
or
rebuilding
bird
enclosures to provide a more
secure structure to keep our birds
safe, clearing the pathways in our
mews of branches, roots and
poison ivy. Recently, a very
dedicated
team
helped
sort
through, organize and, in some
cases, throw away 30 years of MRC
overflow. Their gain, in the end, is
access to a better work space for
special needs and projects.
I’m not sure their activism is
something you can teach in
school. I think it’s more inherently
who they are. I could not be more
proud of or pleased with their
commitment. It’s been a great
learning experience for me and
one that I think everyone who
volunteers here feels as well.
-- Missy Jordan

You can help us reduce costs by allowing us
to send you our newsletter via email. If interested,
please send an email to operations@medinaraptorcenter.org
and we will add you to our email list!

OUR MISSION: Rescue. Rehabilitate. Release.
Established in 1990, the Medina Raptor
Center is a leading raptor rehabilitation
facility in Ohio. Our purpose is to rescue,
rehabilitate, and release injured and
orphaned raptors. We specialize in birds
of prey and treat over 400 each year. All
of our birds receive individual attention,

appropriate veterinary care, physical
therapy, and conditioning before returning
them to the wild. MRC is a non-profit
501(c)(3) organization and permitted by
state and federal agencies. We operate
solely on donations of time, funds and
supplies.

REMINDER: We are a private facility, not
open to the public. We accept drop-offs
with prior authorization and appointment
only. To inquire about a bird in need,
please call us at 330-591-7300. Please
provide your name and number and give
us time to call you back.

What Does It Take to Become an Education Ambassador?
The transition from rehab to
education ambassador.
At MRC, our ultimate goal is to
successfully rehab an injured bird
and return it to the wild. That's the
ideal outcome and those are our
best days. But sometimes, it's not
possible. An injury may be too
difficult to overcome so releasing
a bird that can't successfully fly
or hunt or protect itself
predators isn't possible.

from

That decision is always made by
one of our veterinary partners. In
those unfortunate situations, an
upside is that there might be an
opportunity to apply for a permit
and add the bird to our education
ambassadors. That can only
happen if the vet feels that the
bird's quality of life in captivity will
be ideal.
MRC is a caretaker and rehabber,
not an owner of birds. Each bird
in our care is here on a permit. So
our first step is to apply to
change our permit from rehab to
education ambassador. In the
case of eagles, the bird must first
be offered to Native American
Indians. If they decline, then we
can begin the process of

Before training can
begin, birds must be
fitted with jesses. These
help us keep them secure
on the glove and in
crates used for transport.

The birds learn verbal
commands like "Step Up"
and "Step Down" for moving
from enclosure to handler's
glove or onto a perch.

"Trainees" are handled and
hand-fed only by
designated trainers.

The birds must learn to
be comfortable moving
through doorways, being
passed from one handler
to another or being
placed in and out of
transport carriers.

An important step is
exposure to distractions
that are always present at
education programs like
other birds, noises, a lot of
people, dogs or other pets.

transition.
The steps for transitioning into
training are basically the same,
no matter the size or species of
bird. But the amount of time it
may take to get a bird ready for
educational
programs
all
depends on the individual bird.
Some may take months or it
could be years.

Ambassadors also serve a
valuable role as fosters for our
rehab birds. Their instincts as
well as familiarity with MRC
procedures helps rehab birds
acclimate faster including
learning how to feed
themselves, hunt for
food and even fly.

IT'S BACK TO SCHOOL TIME AT MRC!

Help support our educational ambassadors.

Our School Supplies List
These are the items needed most to support our educational ambassadors.
All these items and more can be found by visiting the Medina Raptor
Center Wish Lists on Amazon.com and/or Chewy.com. Ongoing
maintenance of our facilities can also benefit from
The Home Depot or Lowes gift cards.

General Supplies

Bird Seed

Paper towels

Cardinal bird seed mix

Panel heaters

Dove bird seed mix

"Milk house" heaters

Finch bird seed mix

Triple Two Cleaner
Wound Care

Supplements

Beta Glucan

Vet Wrap

Calcium

Derma Gel

Nekton

MRC EDUCATIONAL AMBASSADOR SPOTLIGHT
Meet Atlas, our Gentleman Peregrine
Atlas the Peregrine Falcon
(Falco peregrinus) came to
MRC in 2010 from Muskingum
County, OH with a fractured
left shoulder, possibly from a
gunshot wound. Although all
efforts were made to give
him a full recovery, our MRC
veterinarian determined that
Atlas was unable to be
released back to the wild.
Peregrine Falcons primarily
hunt for birds and can reach
speeds of over 200 MPH
when they dive to snatch
prey mid-air. A bird with a
frozen joint or other old injury
is unable to hunt properly
and risks starvation and
repeated injuries.

Atlas differs from native Ohio
Peregrines in that he is part
of a slightly smaller and
paler Tundra subspecies.
Tundra
Peregrines
breed
near the Arctic circle, in
Alaska and Canada.

Each fall, they migrate to
South America, then back
North in the spring, one of
the longest migrations of
any North American bird.
Fittingly, the word “peregrine”
actually means “wanderer”
or “having a tendency to
wander.” It is most likely that
Atlas was injured during
migration, which is how he
ended up in Ohio. Happily, he
adjusted well to leaving his
wandering
behind
and
settling in at MRC, where he
delights everyone who meets
him. He has an amazing
disposition
and
is
a
wonderful ambassador for
his species.

Other Ways to Support Our Ambassadors
In addition to Amazon.com and Chewy.com, MRC gladly accepts gift cards from:
The Home Depot.com or Lowes.com - for building materials
RodentPro.com - for raptor food
Local grocery stores -- for fruit and nuts for songbirds
UncleJim'sWormFarm.com -- for insectivores
For cash donations, please make checks payable to Medina Raptor Center and send to:
Medina Raptor Center
P.O. Box 74
Spencer, OH 44275
Donations can also be made through Venmo and PayPal.
Contributions are tax deductible as allowed by law.
If you'd like to pay by credit card online, please visit MedinaRaptorCenter.org.

Our Summer Interns Go Back to School.
It's time to say good-bye to our amazing group of summer interns!

Jacob Fergis <> Freedom Township, OH
Jacob is studying biology with a focus on ecology and wildlife at Hiram College
and learned about MRC through his internship with the James H. Barrow Field
Station. He anticipates working in the field, “doing research, wildlife
management, or anything else that gets me out into nature.” A stand-out
experience for Jacob this summer was watching a Bald Eagle be received and
worked with. He explains, “because I only work with small birds at Hiram, it was
fascinating to see the large scale of an eagle.”

Maya Henninger <> Columbus, OH

Maya interned at MRC as part of an ACPA senior year program and has now
returned as a regular volunteer. “The internship was a great experience, and I
learned so much about the birds and the prep needed to take care of them,”
Maya shares. She especially enjoyed the opportunities she had to feed MRC’s
vulture residents, Mattie and Paris, and see other educational ambassadors on
the glove preparing for education programs.

Willem Hirsch <> Brunswick, OH
Will plans to pursue a position as a wildlife technician upon completing his
degree in Wildlife Resources Management at Hocking College. “Something I
learned at MRC that I really didn’t expect was that each individual bird had its
own personality,” Will notes. “I look at birds with a different perspective now.” One
experience that stands out was the release of a Red Shouldered Hawk. “It felt so
good letting it free and there being no cage to stop how high it could fly,” he
says, “It was a reminder on why we help the way we do.”

Allyson McClelland <> Brunswick, OH
Ally attends Bethany College in WV, majoring in biology with a concentration on
zoology. Upon graduating, Ally hopes to find a position as a zookeeper. “[A]nimal
care is something I would like to do the rest of my life,” she shares. Ally was
introduced to MRC as a child when she and her mother brought in an injured
baby robin. Her favorite experiences this summer included feeding education
ambassadors Mattie, Orion, and Atlas.

Abby Schneider <> Chardon, OH
Abby is studying Animal and Veterinary Sciences at Clemson University in SC.
Upon graduation, she plans to either go on to veterinary school or work in
rehabilitation/conservation. “I’ve learned a ton…while working at MRC,” Abby
notes, “but I specifically remember Heather teaching me about different parts of
raptor anatomy and what makes them weird.” Watching the raptors eat was a
highlight, she adds. “They always look so happy.”

Volunteer Spotlight: Jaime Mautz
Jaime Mautz has been with
MRC since 2008 when she was
introduced to Director Laura
Jordan at a vet clinic. Jaime
has a zoology degree, but
never thought about working
with birds -- she was more
interested in wolves. However,
she went for an interview,
started volunteering at MRC,
and quickly fell in love with
volunteering.

One of her favorite stations on
a day-to-day basis is MRC's
hospital area where injured
and baby birds get intensive
care. "Caring for birds and
watching their progress is very
rewarding," she says. She is
also in charge of monthly
weight sheets, where the
weights of all ambassadors
are monitored to make sure
they are in good health.

Jaime does a bit of everything
at MRC, including feeding,
cleaning, training and helping
with rescues. She recalls one
memorable rescue of a pair of
barred owls stuck in a sootclogged
chimney.
Jaime
donned a pair of goggles and
crawled up after them. The
rescue was successful and the
owls were released within just
a few days.

Of all the birds at MRC, Jaime
especially loves the owls. She
worked for twelve years with
Ella,
MRC's
snowy
owl
ambassador and the first bird
that Jaime learned to handle.
Before passing in 2019, Ella was
a big hit representing MRC at
Harry
Potter-themed
programs. Jaime also shares a
special bond with Owatti, a
Red-Tailed Hawk with many

disabilities that make
trickier to handle.

her

Jaime works remotely for
KeyBank, appreciating the
flexibility which allows her to
help with weekday rescues.
Every year, she brings a group
of coworkers to volunter for a
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day at MRC. Her husband,
Austin, also volunteers and
Granger,
her
Australian
Shepherd, regularly joins her
on her shift. Jaime has her
own small zoo at home: two
dogs, a cat, fish, and a
rescued
cherry-headed
conure and Amazon parrot.

Follow us on:
Facebook
Instagram
Tik Tok

Please visit MedinaRaptorCenter.org to learn more about donating.

