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NEWS FROM THE MEWS
As seasons come and go and we head into winter and the holidays, it’s
always a time for reflection on where we’ve been and what we’ve
accomplished throughout the year. I am so grateful for so many
things but I must express my feelings and immense gratitude directly
to the MRC volunteers. Without you, there is no MRC.
As shared in previous newsletters this year, MRC has been through so
much – busy beyond our wildest imaginations, challenged by so
many new or unexpected twists and turns. But our strong, core group
of volunteers literally carried this organization through it all and kept
us going. The tasks were endless, the burden was mighty and yet, the
more challenging it got, the more this team dug in and did whatever
was necessary to keep us going. At some point, I stopped worrying
about how we were going to make it through, because I knew the
volunteers had it under control.
Like everywhere and everything else, we continue to change with the
seasons. Some of our volunteers are retiring after many years of
service. Though we hate to see them go, they continue to find ways to
help us and the birds (driving to vet appointments, cleaning out
empty cages, occasional rescues, etc.). But with their departure comes
new faces from all walks of life, bringing a fresh and renewed energy
to this magnificent volunteer team. We are even expanding our
second shift to two people to support the increase in the number of
birds in our care.
I take great comfort in knowing that everyone on the team is 100%
focused on our mission. The passion and commitment of our
volunteers is unwavering.
I also want to sincerely thank all of you, our friends and donors, for
your continued support and wish you a safe and happy holiday
season and new year!
Melissa Jordan
Operations Manager
operations@medinaraptorcenter.org

Juneau, Snowy Owl

Rescue. Rehabilitate.
Release.
Established in 1990, the
Medina Raptor Center is a
leading raptor rehabilitation
facility in Ohio. Our purpose
is to rescue, rehabilitate, and
release injured and
orphaned raptors. We
specialize in birds of prey
and treat over 400 birds
each year. All receive
individual attention,
appropriate veterinary care,
physical therapy, and
conditioning before
returning them to the wild.
MRC is a non-profit 501 ©
(3) organization and
permitted by state and
federal agencies. We operate
solely on donations of time,
funds, and supplies.

FEATURED VOLUNTEER: Nancy Riopelle
Nancy Riopelle often wakes to the sound of eagles calling outside her
home on a wooded bend of the Rocky River in Valley City, Ohio. It is a
certified wildlife habitat and retreat for songbirds, a pair of Bald
Eagles, occasional osprey and successful MRC releases like Barred
Owls, robins and Mourning Doves. Nancy enjoys birdwatching,
gardening and growing dahlias as a member of the Dahlia Society of
Ohio. She and her husband Buzz also have a honeybee farm and a
sweet rescue dog, Lucy.
Nancy’s first introduction to MRC came in September of 2018 when a
Red-bellied Woodpecker collided with her window. “I looked around
and saw all that was going on and asked if they needed any new
volunteers,” she says. Since then, it’s not uncommon for Nancy to
arrive for her regular shift with an armload of goodies: fruit for the
songbirds, fresh garden kale for Ping and Squatch—the resident goose
and duck— and newspapers for lining cages. She’s also been known to
bring flowers for hummingbirds and her husband and their
beekeeping suits to remove a hornet’s nest from one of the Center’s
aviaries.
Her favorite bird at MRC tends to be whichever one she’s training with
at that moment. To her, they are each unique and amazing. And of
course, “Ping,” she adds. “Ping is one of my favorites.” When asked
what she enjoys about volunteering, Nancy mentions caring for and handling the birds and participating in
educational programs. “Teaching everyone about raptors, conservation, and how to protect the birds—to not use
rodent poison and things like that—that’s very rewarding,” she says. But her favorite thing is “The people, first of
all. Everybody here has such kind hearts, and they’re all animal lovers.”
___________________________________
Being a part of MRC’s team of volunteers is truly amazing. If you are interested in joining us in making a difference
one bird at a time, please contact us at volunteercoordinator@medinaraptorcenter.org.

MEET CLOUD—OUR MOST UNIQUE EDUCATIONAL AMBASSADOR
Cloud, our beautiful and majestic Red-tailed Hawk, has been a resident and educational ambassador since June of
2006. He came to MRC as a young adult with injuries sustained after being hit by a freight train. As a result of severe
head trauma and an injury to his left radius/ulna that required amputation of part of his wing, he was left with
impaired vision and unable to fly.
If you are familiar with Red-tailed Hawks, you cannot miss Cloud’s unusual all-white feathers. This is the result of
leucism, a genetic abnormality, which prevents pigments from reaching his feathers. Leucistic birds face many
challenges in the wild, often shunned by other birds or falling victim to predators due to lack of camouflage. A lack of
melanin makes their feathers more fragile and break easily – especially flight
feathers. Cloud has to expend a lot more energy regulating his body temperature in
cold weather because his feathers deflect rather than retain heat. His feet are very
sensitive so he can’t have a heated perch in winter because it causes burns to his
feet.
Cloud’s uniqueness provides many topics of discussion beyond the usual features of
Red-tailed Hawks, particularly when presented in comparison with another hawk.
Annette Piechowski, an MRC volunteer, shares a wonderful program moment: “We
were presenting both Cloud and another Red-tailed Hawk to Cub Scouts. We asked
if anyone knew what kind of bird Cloud was and one of them got so excited. I asked
if he knew and he said ‘Is that God the Holy Spirit?’” He may have been on to
something. Native Americans revere white hawks as a direct line to the Creator
which we think makes Cloud even that much more special!
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THANK YOU AURORA AND BORIS FOR YOUR
YEARS OF SERVICE!

Aurora

After educating thousands of people at various educational programs through
out the years, Aurora and Boris, Medina Raptor Center’s Barred Owl
ambassadors, are officially retired. Aurora arrived at MRC with a case of West
Nile Virus in early 2005. She was treated and released that April. But after
three weeks, she was readmitted with significant head trauma and impaired
vision after being struck by a car. These injuries made it impossible for us to
return her to the wild, so she went into training to become an educational
ambassador. Boris arrived at MRC in December 2007 with a right wing
fracture (mid shaft) of unknown causes. The injury prevented him from
gaining any considerable height or sustained flights. Boris and Aurora both
arrived as adults, so their actual age is not known. On average, Barred Owls
live five to eight years in the wild,
and 15-20 years in
captivity. Although no longer
participating in public programs,
Aurora and Boris are enjoying
the attention and care they
continue to receive from MRC
volunteers while passing the
baton to our newest Barred Owl
Ambassador, CeCe.

MEET OUR NEW BARRED OWL AMBASSADOR:
CECE!

Boris

CeCe came to MRC in May of 2020 as a baby/nestling. She was thin,
dehydrated and in a dazed state. We noticed right away that her right eye was
non-reactive to light and showed no signs of vision. Our vet confirmed she had
a detached pectin and there was little chance she would be able to see. But
CeCe is a great example of what we will go through to try and give an injured
bird the opportunity to return to the wild.
Once old enough, CeCe was placed with two other barred owl youngsters and
one adult that were all in rehab at the time. During live feeds, all birds hunted.
But return visits to the vet indicated that CeCe still had no vision in her right
eye. So, we moved her to another enclosure to make sure she could hunt on
her own. We quickly realized that she could not.
After several more months of trying, we concluded CeCe could not survive on
her own. A second opinion from another vet deemed her non-visual and unreleasable. With Boris and Aurora aging and retiring, we decided to add CeCe
to our Educational Permit (with the federal government's approval). Training
has started and we expect to see CeCe as our newest ambassador in due time!
Fun Fact: CeCe is a derivative of Cecelia, an English name derived from the
Roman Clan name Caecilius which is based on the Latin coccus meaning
“blind.”

CeCe
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2021 Annual Appeal
At the Medina Raptor Center we continue our commitment to share the joy and wonder of the flighted
inhabitants of the natural world with people of all ages. We do this through our educational programs at
schools, parks, libraries and even at our own private center. Our property plays host to many native and
natural habitats which include breeding pairs of many species of birds and mammals that choose our little
piece of the wild to raise their young.
Our strong and committed volunteers provide care to 400-600 injured wild native birds annually with the
ultimate goal of getting them back to the wild. Along with providing the best veterinary care and a place to
rest, MRC and its team continue to work closely with other rehabilitation facilities to provide the best
possible care.
Monetary Donations Financial contributions can be made directly to the Medina Raptor Center or
through long-term support by including the MRC in your estate and planned giving. Gifts to the Annual
Appeal are tax deductible and provide important resources to cover operating expenses, rehabilitation
services and food and supplies necessary to help in our efforts to return these ever-important birds back to
nature.
Amazon Smile / Amazon Wish List Amazon Smile (smile.amazon.com) is a great way to provide
support with every purchase you make. By designating our organization as your charity of choice, we receive
quarterly cash donations based on the purchases made. Also, by purchasing an item from our Wish List, you
ensure that we receive the products or supplies most critically needed to support our efforts.

Chewy Wish List The Medina Raptor Center also has a Wish List on Chewy (chewy.com) that includes
more products and supplies to meet our needs.
Employer Match You could potentially double or triple your donation if your company has an employee
match program. Many of these include donations made by retirees and spouses. Reach out to your human
resources department for details.
Sponsorship Program Our Sponsorships make great Christmas gifts! Each sponsorship comes with a
picture of the chosen bird, a detailed biography and info about their species, a certificate of sponsorship, and
a note of appreciation from all of us at MRC. In order to ensure that your sponsorship arrives in
time for holiday gift-giving, we strongly encourage you to choose to have your sponsorship
emailed rather than sending via USPS. We can accept donations for sponsorships via
PayPal Giving Fund (https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/2434242).
As always, no matter how you choose to support us, we assure you that all donations are appreciated and put
towards the best use for care and release of our birds. We could not do what we do, as well as we do, without
you!
We are currently unable to accept donations directly at the center but would appreciate all gifts to be sent to
our PO Box at

PO Box 74, Spencer Oh 44275.
We need your help through item donations and funding to provide the length of care these birds require, and
we hope you join us on social media to see their progress and ultimate release back into the wild.

Caring for our Backyard Friends
in Winter

Most of us enjoy our backyard feathered
friends all year long. As winter
approaches, we wanted to share a few
things that you can do in your own yard
to aid them during the winter months.
Leave the seed heads of Coneflowers,
Black-eyed Susan and Zinnias (as well as
other flowers).
Watch as Goldfinches, House Finches and
others extract seeds from the spent
heads.
Leave some of the fallen leaves around
mulch and flowerbeds during fall cleanup.
The leaves provide cover for insects,
another source of food for birds.

2021 RELEASE HIGHLIGHTS
In previous newsletters, we shared how significantly COVID impacted the volume of
intakes at MRC. We couldn’t be happier about our record for successfully
rehabilitating and releasing so many birds so far this year. Our most popular
patients in 2021 have been Red-tailed Hawks. Mourning Doves, American Robins,
Great Horned Owls and Cedar Waxwings were also very plentiful in rehabilitation
this year.

Some birds came in as helpless nestlings or hungry juveniles. Others arrived
with injuries, illnesses and stories. Seeing them spread their wings and fly
strong and free is absolutely the most rewarding facet of what we do.
One incredible success involved an adult Great Horned Owl, brought to the
center on the dark, rainy evening of May 7th. The bird was discovered on the
ground in bad shape, and the finder immediately moved to safely contain her
and get her to MRC.

Build a brush pile to serve as cover from
predators as well as from the weather.
Remove nesting materials from nest
boxes.
Some species (Downy Woodpeckers and
Eastern Bluebirds) will use the nest boxes
as communal roosts.
Water should also be made available.
This can be accomplished by using heated
birdbaths or a heated pet water bowl.
Long term solutions involve planting and
growing winterberry, beautyberry,
crabapples, etc. to yield fruit during the
winter months.

The Great Horned had a gaping hole in her abdomen, a fractured keel,
damage to both eyes and severe bruising. She was also riddled with flat flies
and very weak. Our best guess as to cause of injuries was a collision with
something stationary while in flight and homed in on prey. She was seen by
the vet and immediately started on a course of fluids, pain and antiinflammatory medication and antibiotics.
She received daily medication and wound care for four weeks, including laser
therapy four to five times per week (using an LLLT device made possible by
our generous donors). She continued to improve beyond our expectations
and was moved to a flight cage at the beginning of June. On July 28th, after
achieving full recovery, she was released—just 82 days after being
discovered.
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As a reminder: We are a private facility and not open to the public.
We are not open to accept new patient intakes without an
appointment and prior authorization. To inquire about an bird in
need, please call us and give us time to call you back.
Visit MedinaRaptorCenter.org to learn more about donating.

How Can You Help?
Our wish list and Bird Sponsorship information are available online at
MedinaRaptorCenter.org. Checks should be made payable to;
The Medina Raptor Center and mailed to PO Box 74, Spencer, OH 44275.
Interested in Volunteering with the Raptor Center? Contact our volunteer
coordinator, at volunteercoordinator@medinaraptorcenter.org.
Help us save stamps and opt to receive your Newsletter or Sponsorship through
e-mail by emailing us at MRC4News@gmail.com.

Juvenile Bald Eagle
(Photo credit: Ed Wransky)
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