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NEWS FROM THE MEWS
As we shared in our last newsletter and especially for those of you that I have
not yet met, I am Missy Jordan, Bill and Laura’s daughter, and I am very excited
and humbled to assume leading the operations of the Medina Raptor Center.
Of course, this place is home and very familiar to me. I grew up around these
birds and the Center. I am proud of what my parents started and have created
and am thrilled to carry on their legacy as they begin to enjoy semi-retirement. I
also take comfort in knowing that they are close by and still very involved and
supportive as we continue to work our way through the transition.
The Medina Raptor Center could not succeed as it has without the endless time,
energy and dedication of our volunteer team. Sometimes, it feels overwhelming
to step back to look at the big picture and know what it takes to operate this
facility. Without the volunteers we would not be here. This past summer, when
we decided to recognize the team with branded t-shirts and sweatshirts, my
father suggested “Our Success Starts With You” as the theme. It sums up our
sentiment perfectly. A successful rescue starts with how all of us treat the
environment and MRC’s success relies on the dedication of volunteers and the
support of our donors.

Missy and Migisi

Rescue. Rehabilitate.
Release.

And just as our volunteers have given so much, the same must be said of our
donors. You are the lifeblood of our organization and your generosity,
particularly during what had to have been as challenging a year for you as it was
for us, is immeasurable. I am so grateful for your contributions and your
continued support.

Established in 1990, the Medina
Raptor Center is a leading raptor
rehabilitation facility in Ohio. Our
purpose is to rescue, rehabilitate, and
release injured and orphaned raptors.
We specialize in birds of prey and
treat over 400 birds each year. All
receive
individual
attention,
appropriate veterinary care, physical
therapy, and conditioning before
returning them to the wild.

January has been a very busy start to the new year. The hospital is full and the
team is very active taking care of our rehab birds as well as our permanent
educational residents. It’s been a bitterly cold and wet winter but the birds are
safe, warm, well fed and, for those in recovery, getting stronger every day.

MRC is a non-profit 501 © (3)
organization and permitted by state
and federal agencies. We operate
solely on donations of time, funds,
and supplies.

One thing I know for sure is that there is never a dull moment at the Medina
Raptor Center. We always have something to do! Again, I’m so pleased to be
working alongside my parents, with this incredible group of volunteers and our
strong donor base. I am quite confident that we have the right team in place to
continue the Medina Raptor Center’s mission and that birds and wildlife in our
area will continue to benefit from our dedication.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT—
MEET KAREN CLARK
In late 2008, after 20 years as a Jazzercise owner/instructor,
Karen Clark began entertaining the idea of retirement. “I always
had a love for birds and occasionally I’d see articles in the local
newspaper about the Medina Raptor Center,” Karen said. “When I
found two articles about the center in the same week, I took it as a
sign and reached out to become a volunteer.”
Karen truly enjoys her time at MRC, probably favoring the
handling of injured birds in the hospital and helping with their
recovery. She recalls her time spent with Valorie, our beautiful redtailed hawk educational bird pictured to the left. “I held her the
night she came in, severely injured from flying through a methane
vapor,” she said. “I didn’t think she would survive.” Karen is also
extremely fond of Henrietta, our resident Great Blue Heron. “She
holds a special place in my heart,” said Karen. “I just love that
bird!”

SPRINGTIME DO’S AND
DON’TS
Spring is nesting and fledgling
season so it's a critical time of
year for bird activity. It's also
when we begin our outdoor
yard and garden work and
restoration. If possible, wait
until nesting season is over to
trim or cut down trees or
branches. Sometimes, due to
construction work or storm
damage, delays in cutting down
or trimming trees can’t be
avoided. In these cases, check
first not only for nests in
branches but also for those
burrowed into tree cavities or
crevices. If you discover a nest,
consult with local wildlife
authorities on how to properly
remove or relocate nests safely.
The following chart provides
proper steps to take if you find
a bird that is injured or fallen
from its nest.
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It’s no surprise that Karen, like many of our volunteers, is a lover of
nature and wildlife. It’s a passion that she shares with John, her
husband of 45 years. Their love for all things outdoors has taken
them on many hiking trips to national parks throughout the US.
Originally from Michigan, Karen and John moved nine times,
averaging about two-and-a-half years in each place, before settling
down in the Medina area in 1993. They now call Spencer home.
Karen and John have two grown sons, both married, and one
granddaughter, Aubrey.
During her time at the Medina Raptor Center, Karen has also
learned a lot about proper habitats and diets, even for birds in her
own backyard. “I am able to care for them in a whole new way!” she
confirms. She has witnessed many successful releases of
rehabilitated birds, including a few on her own property in
Spencer. “Aubrey was only three years old at the time but got to see
one of those releases,” said Karen. Now 12-years-old, Aubrey still
remembers it and was thrilled to be a part of it. Perhaps we have
our own fledgling volunteer in the making!

Valorie

Containing the Baby Bird:
If you need to bring the baby into a rehabilitator: Line a cardboard box with a soft blanket. If the baby cannot stand well on its own, make a
depression in the middle of the blanket about the size of the baby, to create a false nest to keep the baby upright. Poke a few small air holes in
the sides of the box. Wear garden/work gloves. Stand behind the baby and place a pillowcase or lightweight towel overtop of it, including its head.
(If the baby is small enough to fit in one hand, you can skip the towel and just pick it up directly with gloves). Place one hand over each side of the
baby's body and lift it into the box you have prepared. Alternatively, you can place the box upside down over the baby and then shimmy a sheet or
piece of cardboard underneath to scoop the baby into the box. If the baby has a sharp beak or talons, be sure to avoid contact with the beak and
feet. Once the baby is in the box, remove the pillowcase or towel and close the box lid securely.

Spring is here and baby birds are on their way! It's our busiest time of
year at Medina Raptor Center. Babies of all shapes and sizes arrive to
us in need of care for a multitude of reasons.
You are invited to our
Baby Season Baby Shower!!

You can help us care for these baby birds; by gifting us the supplies we need to care for them: paper
towels, cleaning supplies, piddle pads, baby bird formula, carnivore care, vitamins and much much
more. You can help by going to our wish list at Amazon.com and placing an order to be shipped directly
to us at the center. We also greatly appreciate gift cards! We use gift cards from RodentPro.com for
purchasing food for the growing raptors, Giant Eagle and Buehler’s for purchasing fruit for the
songbirds, and Uncle Jim’s Worm Farm for all of our insectivore needs! Checks and cash are also greatly
appreciated.
We are currently unable to accept donations directly at the center but would appreciate all gifts to be sent
to our PO Box at
PO Box 74, Spencer Oh 44275.
We need your help through item donations and funding to provide the length of care these birds require,
and we hope you join us on social media to see their progress and ultimate release back into the wild.
Join us on Facebook Live for unboxing celebrations and videos of our morning routines
It takes a village – and you are our village – thanks for all you do to make it possible for these birds to
thrive.

Fun Facts about
Eagles…
Eagle Nests can be up to 9 feet
across and 5 feet deep!

Nests can weigh over 1,000
pounds.

It takes 5 years for eagles to
develop their signature white
head and white tail.

Eagles have been clocked at 100
mph when diving for prey.

Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) - Migisi enjoys spending time in her pond when its warm out.

MEET MIGISI, OUR RESIDENT BALD EAGLE
Migisi, a female Bald Eagle, arrived at the Medina Raptor Center in 2005 after being treated
at another facility for a fractured leg due to falling from her nest as a chick. As eagle nests are
usually built in the highest tree available, it’s a long way to the ground especially before flight
feathers have grown in! Unfortunately during recovery she became imprinted on humans
and was deemed not releasable.
Female eagles are notoriously challenging to train, but eventually we gained Migisi’s trust.
Upon completing 2 years of daily training sessions with a local Eagle trainer, she was finally
ready to be an educational ambassador; and quickly earned the status of “most requested”
bird for programs. Weighing in at nearly 12 pounds, her massive wingspan of over six feet
impressed so many military service people, veterans, children and adults alike in her
hundreds of programs over the years. Perhaps you have seen her and have fond memories of
how you felt in her presence.
Migisi never failed to delight and awe audiences. She is a powerful symbol of our nation with
her sheer size and piercing eyes commanding attention. Migisi is a very vocal bird and chirps
and calls even during programs. Many people are surprised to hear her call because it is not
the call Hollywood has associated with Bald Eagles. The Hollywood standard call is usually
the impressive shriek of the Red-tailed Hawk, while an Eagle call is more chirrup like.

Eagles can see in front of them
and to the sides at the same
time!

They can see prey over 1 mile
away.

Eagles can fly at over 10,000
feet altitude (that’s about 1/3 as
high as a soaring airplane).

If an eagle loses a feather on one
side of their body, they drop a
feather on the opposite side to
stay balanced for flight. But
don’t pick up those feathers, it’s
illegal to do so.

Now, at age 22, Migisi is officially in retirement, still enjoying her beautiful habitat at MRC.
She prefers fresh fish above any other foods and since she can’t fish for herself, we make sure
to keep her dinners interesting. She definitely lets us know that salmon is her favorite! And
we know whenever any of the staff or volunteers are approaching her enclosure because you
can hear Migisi’s beautiful high-pitched greeting throughout the center.
We consider it an honor to be able to continue caring for Migisi at MRC. If you’d like to be
part of that, you can sponsor this very special bird on our website. Sponsorship funds
provide food, shelter and medical care. We will in turn send you a nice photo of this beautiful
bird and, if you’d like, you can also contact us to schedule a private tour and meet her in
person.
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Our Wish List
Some of the items we are in need of are: forever stamps, gas cards, gift cards from
grocery stores such as Giant Eagle and Buehler’s, Home Depot gift cards, bird seedcardinal mix for rehabbing songbirds, paper towels, non-latex gloves, and much more.
You can find our full wish list on our website or on Amazon.com.
Visit MedinaRaptorCenter.org to learn more about donating.

How Can You Help?
Our wish list and Bird Sponsorship information are available
MedinaRaptorCenter.org. Checks should be made payable to;
The Medina Raptor Center and mailed to PO Box 74, Spencer, OH 44275.

online

at

Interested in Volunteering with the Raptor Center? Contact our volunteer coordinator,
Susan, at volunteercoordinator@medinaraptorcenter.org.
Help us save stamps and opt to receive your Newsletter or Sponsorship through e-mail by
emailing us at MRC4News@gmail.com. Or update your address to continue receiving
printed newsletters.

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

PO Box 74
Spencer OH, 44275

