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Rescue. Rehabilitate. Release.
Established in 1990, the Medina Raptor
Center is a leading raptor rehabilitation
facility in Ohio. Our purpose is to rescue,
rehabilitate, and release injured and
orphaned raptors. We specialize in birds
of prey and treat over 400 birds each year.
All
receive
individual
attention,
appropriate veterinary care, physical
therapy, and conditioning before
returning them to the wild.
MRC is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
and permitted by state and federal
agencies. We operate solely on donations
of time, funds, and supplies.

From the Director’s Desk
For everything there is a season. This
familiar quote captures the sentiment of
how this 2020 COVID year has impacted all
our worlds; but in particular, life here at the
Medina Raptor Center. Adapting to change
was already inherent in who and what we
are as an organization. Seasons change, the
volume of bird activity ebbs and flows, and
we’ve always adjusted to their care, their
feeding, and their needs accordingly.
But this year certainly has been different.
The new CDC guidelines require our
supporting vets, staff, and dedicated
volunteers to adapt to new processes and
procedures for conducting MRC business.
Wearing masks, hand washing, and taking
temperatures are now a part of our daily
routine as well as a few additional safety
measures we put into place like contactless
intakes and the use of lots of PPE.
While we continued our operation, several
rehab facilities throughout our region
closed. This required all of the organizations
which remained open to work together
more so than we ever have before. We’re
extremely proud of the fact that all of the
rescues and rehabs were successfully
absorbed. Not one bird was turned away,
because if MRC couldn’t take them, we
collaborated with other organizations to
find them a safe place to heal.
And speaking of taking them in, we also
could not have imagined the significant
increase in bird rescue and rehab activity
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since Spring. The numbers are staggering
compared to our typical volume of activity
over the same time last year. We definitely
felt the impact of more people at home and
more in touch with nature and their
surroundings. So far this year, we have
recorded 330 intakes -- compared to the
same time last year, where we recorded
184. And phone calls tripled during “baby
season” this year with our all-time high of
250 in one day!

meant the loss of our invaluable summer
interns. We are slowly returning our
volunteer staffing back to its optimum level.

Important to note is that all of this was
accomplished while our costs were
significantly increased (not just for more
food and bird related supplies, but masks,
gloves, disinfectant, cleaning supplies, etc).

Unfortunately, some things never change.
Like humans, birds age and Victory, our
Peregrine Falcon, (pictured above) took his
“final flight” in August this year. His calm,
gentle nature made him a natural
ambassador, teaching thousands of
children and adults about the life and
characteristics of his species including how
they recovered from the brink of extinction.
Victory loved long walks in the sunshine and
eating dinner by our pond. He forever holds
a special place in our hearts. Fly free
Victory!

Meanwhile, while intakes were increasing,
we saw a serious decline in the size of our
volunteer team. Down nearly 50%, our
volunteer base shrunk as COVID
commitments or concerns shifted their
priorities. With school closings, that also

Clearly, we are and will continue to be
resilient, not only due to our own
resourcefulness and commitment but also
the collaboration and cooperation of our
business partners, vets, supporters, and
volunteers.
Now more than ever, we continue to
rely on your support and generosity.
Your donations have helped to
sustain us, and we hope you will
continue to do so, so that we can
continue to effectively rebound from
this very challenging year. For more
donation
info,
please
visit
MedinaRaptorCenter.org or see
details on the insert in this
newsletter.
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Whhhooo???
This year, MRC has had an unusual number of owls requiring emergency care and housing. This included a Long-eared owl which is
one that we don't see often here in Ohio. A small owl with yellow eyes and most noted for its long-tufted feathers that resemble
ears, he was found caught on a very thin rope, probably a fishing line used for catching catfish. After successful rehabilitation, in
cooperation with our bird bander, he was successfully released. This spring, we had an astonishing number of intakes of Eastern
Screech owls - 18! Many were recovered due to a number of trees that fell or were cut down after storms that occurred during
nesting season. We enjoyed watching these babies grow, moving from constant care in the hospital, to the flight cages outside
where they learned to fly and hunt. We were excited to do three phases of releases, sending all of them back to where they were
found thereby giving them the opportunity to mature to successful adults and establish their own territories. It was such a delight
to usher them to freedom again. These Screech owls are also a perfect reminder to please wait until after Spring and the nesting
season to cut down your trees.
EASY WAYS TO HELP BIRDS AT HOME




Please be conscientious about standing water on your property, as it is a breeding ground for mosquitoes that carry
West Nile Virus. Turn over all pails, pools, or any containers that hold or gather water to eliminate any excess, sitting
water.
Please also remember to pick up your fishing lines – and pick up others’ if you see them -- as wading birds easily
become entangled.

Volunteer Spotlight
Meet Amy Kocias
Amy Kocias is a lifelong nature lover and an 11-year volunteer at the Medina
Raptor Center. Her talent as a teacher for 20 years has been an asset for MRC
as she’s a natural at sharing her passion for and knowledge of birds with
children. Amy is a graduate of Ashland University with a B.S. in Education. She
participated in a marine biology grant in Maine and, with a grant associated
with National Geographic and TERC, she taught global internet cooperative
learning modules with many teachers from California, Russia and Australia.
Her MRC volunteer duties include handling our educational ambassadors,
raptor care, rescues, releases, trips to veterinarians and office work. When
asked if she has a favorite bird at the Medina Raptor Center, Amy says she
loves them all. She spends a good amount of her time with the American
Kestrels, Eastern Screech Owls, Barn Owls, and Atlas our beautiful Peregrine
Falcon.
Amy lives in York Township with her husband of 48 years, Dale. They have
three daughters and two grandsons. Her family loves boating on Lake Erie and
enjoys the wildlife at various refuges.

MEDINA RAPTOR CENTER FALL 2020

3

2020 Annual Appeal

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it is the
only thing that ever has.”
—Margaret Mead
The Medina Raptor Center strives to share the
joy and wonder of the natural world and its
flighted inhabitants with people of all ages
through our educational programs at schools,
parks, libraries, and even at our own private
center. The center’s property plays host to
many native and natural habitats. Several
breeding pairs of many species of birds and
mammals choose our little piece of the wild to
raise their young.
Our wonderful volunteers provide care to 400600 injured wild native birds annually with the
goal of getting them back to the wild. Along
with giving birds the best veterinary care and
a place to rest, we continue to work closely
with other rehabilitation facilities to provide
the best possible care we can.

Ways You can Help Support the Center
Contributions can be made as a monetary
donation or by purchasing a wish list item
either from our Amazon.com wish list or
donating items we need which are listed on
our website. Long-term support can be
provided by including the Center in your
estate and planned giving.
Amazon smile is a great way to provide
support with every purchase you make. By
designating our organization as your charity of
choice, we receive quarterly a donation from
purchases made. (Visit: smile.amazon.com)
Gifts to the Annual Appeal are tax deductible
and provide important resources to operate
the Center and provide resources for
rehabilitation services.

Your generous donation will help our annual
food bill that continues to grow at an
exponential rate during this pandemic. As with
all the other supplies and expenses incurred
while continuing our mission to rehabilitate
and release these ever-important birds back
to nature, every dollar helps!
Don’t forget our Sponsorship Program. Our
Sponsorships make GREAT Christmas Gifts for
those people that are hard to buy for. Each
Sponsorship comes with a picture of the
sponsored birds, a detailed biography of the
bird and their species, a certificate of
sponsorship, and a note of appreciation from
us here at the Center. Get your sponsorships
in soon so we can get them out in time for
Christmas Delivery!

Tax Tips!
Did you know that the COVID-19 CARES Stimulus Act affects donations to nonprofit organizations like the Medina Raptor Center?
You can receive increased deductions for gifts made in the 2020 tax year as part of a $2 trillion economic stimulus package legislated to
provide immediate relief for nonprofits. You can benefit three different ways depending on how you donate:
 If you typically take a standard deduction (instead of itemizing), you can now deduct up to $300 per taxpayer ($600 for a married
couple) in annual charitable contributions.
 Individuals and corporations that itemize can now deduct up to 100% of their adjusted gross income (up from 60%). Corporations
may deduct up to 25% of taxable income (up from 10%).
 Required minimum distributions from qualified retirement plans, including IRAs, are suspended.
Read the details and requirements for receiving these tax benefits on the IRS’s Charitable Contribution Deductions webpage. We
recommend that you consult with your tax advisor to determine how these changes affect your specific tax planning:
https://www.irs.gov/…/ch…/charitable-contribution-deductions
Thank you for your generous support of the Medina Raptor Center!
Please consult with a tax professional for the most up-to-date advice, and to determine which accounts qualify.
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OUR EDUCATION BIRDS: PLEASE CHECK THE BOX OF THE BIRD YOU WISH TO SPONSOR







Peregrine Falcon
$50

Barred Owl
$50

Eastern Screech Owl
$50







$50

Red-tailed Hawk
$50

Great Blue Heron
$50







Barn Owl
$50

Snowy Owl
$50

American Kestrel
$50







$50

Bald Eagle
$200

Turkey Vulture
$50







Great Horned Owl

Red-shouldered Hawk

Rough-legged Hawk
$50

Chinese Goose
$25

Cedar Waxwings
$25


Bluebird
$25
________ SPONSOR A BIRD

$50

Bird Name _________________
(SEE WEBSITE FOR BIRD’S NAMES)
_______ BALD EAGLE SPONSORSHIP

$200

_______ One Year Newsletter

$10

_______ DONATION $________
Your Name ______________________________________________

Preferred Format

Your Address _____________________________________________

Email Address __________________________________

Contributions are tax deductible as allowed by law.
Medina Raptor Center
P.O. Box 74
Spencer, OH 44275
(330) 591-7300
(Please make checks payable to Medina Raptor Center)

Snail Mail or Email

(Circle One)
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Big Changes Are Happening!
Meet some new Faces!
Maverick
Our newest resident is a male peregrine falcon named Maverick. He came to us from Summit County where we believe he was injured in a
fight with another peregrine. These birds are fierce territorial defenders and often fight to the death. Maverick survived the battle but his
injury prevents him from thriving in the wild. Laura has begun Maverick’s training process, filled with lots of encouragement, positive
reinforcement, and repetition. He is gaining confidence sitting calmly on the glove, which he’ll need when participating in our educational
programs.
Quinn
Please also welcome Quinn, a male kestrel, and another new educational bird. Kestrels are the smallest of North American falcons and males
feature beautiful grey wings and tail. Quinn came to us from Cincinnati as an imprint. He’s a good example of what happens when humans
interfere with nature because, due to prolonged human contact, Quinn can no longer survive in the wild. If you see a bird that needs help,
please call us or visit our website for details on what to do. Never take a wild bird into your own ongoing care. Quinn is very young so he
should be with us for 10-15 years. Timing is good because Mika, our female kestrel, is ready to retire and let Quinn take over.
Training/New Volunteers
We are rebuilding our volunteer staff and pleased that we now have so many new faces sharing their time and enthusiasm for our birds.
Susan, one of our long-time volunteers, developed and implemented a new training program. Training includes learning how to check the
welfare of the birds, preparing food, feeding the rehabilitating and educational birds, and preparing medications and vitamins. Once
achieving the necessary skillset, volunteers are assigned to a team. Currently, we have many new volunteers who are in the program.
Feedback has been very positive. We truly appreciate Susan’s time, energy, and dedication. If you’re interested in joining this fantastic team,
you can reach out to Susan at Volunteercoordinator@medinaraptorcenter.org.
Passing the Torch
We also have one more very important change that we want to share with you. We are very proud of the success of MRC and its continued
growth in stature and capabilities over the years. We could not have done it without our supporters, our partners, and our volunteers. It’s
time, however, for us to start to transition this wonderful organization into new and very capable hands. So, we are pleased and proud to
announce that, Melissa (Missy) Jordan, will be assuming leadership of MRC. (More info on Missy to come in the next newsletter.) We’re
looking forward to working alongside with Missy and her team to ensure a smooth and successful transition.
“You cannot get through a single day without having an impact on the world around you. What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind
of a difference you want to make.”
—Jane Goodall
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operations@medinaraptorcenter.org
330-591-7300
www.MedinaRaptorCenter.org

Our Wish List

How Can You Help?

Some of the items we are in need of are:
forever stamps, gas cards, gift cards
from office product stores, Home Depot
gift cards, computer paper, bird seedcardinal mix for rehabbing songbirds,
paper towels, non-latex gloves, and
much more. You can find our full wish
list on our website or on Amazon.com.
Visit MedinaRaptorCenter.org to learn
more about donating.

Our wish list and Bird Sponsorship information
are available online at:
MedinaRaptorCenter.org.
Checks should be made payable to:
The Medina Raptor Center and mailed to PO Box
74, Spencer, OH 44275.
Help us save stamps and opt to receive your
Newsletter or Sponsorship through e-mail! Or,
update your address to continue receiving
newsletters.

Help us go GREEN! Send us your email address for the quarterly
newsletter! Email us at MRC4News@gmail.com
“Away, away, from men and
towns, To the wild wood and
the downs, —
To the silent wilderness,
Where the soul need not
repress its music.”
—Percy Bysshe Shelley

PO Box 74
Spencer, Ohio 44275

