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Rescue. Rehabilitate. Release.
Established in 1990, the Medina Raptor
Center is a leading raptor rehabilitation
facility in Ohio. Our purpose is to rescue,
rehabilitate, and release injured and
orphaned raptors. We specialize in birds
of prey and treat over 400 birds each year.
All
receive
individual
attention,
appropriate veterinary care, physical
therapy, and conditioning before
returning them to the wild.
MRC is a non-profit 501 © (3) organization
and permitted by state and federal
agencies. We operate solely on donations
of time, funds, and supplies.

From the Director’s Desk
by

Laura & Bill Jordan

Thank you so much for your help and support
in the past and we hope we can count on you
again to help us through this difficult time.
Spring is a time for rebirth, and we look
forward to it every year. I am hoping for a
good Summer and for this virus to disappear.
This has been a challenging season for us.
The presence of Covid-19 has been our
biggest issue. We are lucky that we are one
of the few centers able to remain open
during this difficult time by reducing our
volunteer staff to a bare minimum and
dramatically increasing public education via
phone calls.
We changed our intake
procedures and learned to navigate no
contact interactions with the public who
bring in injured birds. This has been
exceedingly difficult. Despite the challenges
we have still managed to take in and release
some incredible birds including this Longeared Owl.

The biggest impact was the cancelation of all
our programs and tours for several months.

Programs and tours are our main source of
revenue. As a non-profit of our greatest
prides is being able to educate the public.
Nevertheless, we understand it was
necessary to keep us all healthy and safe.
In addition to dealing with Covid-19, we were
hit with an additional challenge; the tornado
that hit Medina and Grafton (two towns very
close to us) this March. We were blessed to
have minimal damage here at the center.
However, we had so many severely injured
adult birds brought in as a result. We are glad
we could remain open so we could help
them.
We have been getting anywhere from 50-100
phone calls a day. We are full of baby owls
and songbirds and we are awaiting the start
of the diurnal raptor breeding season. These
babies are demanding and need to be fed
multiple times a day making our work shifts
close to 15 hours a day. But the end results
are so rewarding. We are hoping to be able
to release all these youngsters once they
learn to hunt on their own.

You might be wondering how you can help.
Please see our “donate now” section of our
website for how you can make a lasting
impact.
Please think of us whenever you are ordering
on Amazon. Pick us as your charity on
AmazonSmile and we can help the birds
through your purchases. We have a wish list
on Amazon.com where you can choose to
help us with mealworms for the many
songbirds we see this season, and other
everyday supplies that we desperately need.

Rodent Pro is offering gift certificates if you
would like to give us a gift of mice and rats.
It’s the gift that keeps on giving. Since the
price of frozen mice and rats keeps going up
this gift is especially helpful in our efforts to
keep helping injured birds. Send a gift
directly to the birds by visiting
https://www.rodentpro.com/categories/sup
plies/gift-certificates.
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New Eagle in
Town
By Annette P.

There is a new bald eagle in town and we
thought it was time to introduce him.
Meet Denali!

Denali has very big shoes to fill as we
move our first education eagle, Migisi,
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into retirement and we think he will do
that! Denali was admitted to us in June,
2017 with a pretty severe wing injury
after being struck by a car. Our
veterinarian determined he had a
fractured scapula and humerus (which
would be a shoulder and large arm bone
in humans). Although he went through
rehab and recovered from his injury, he
was unable to sustain flight which would
make him unable to hunt in the wild.
After multiple evaluations, our Vet
informed us that he was not releasable.
In January, 2018, Denali was added to
our education permit with the important
job of helping us educate the public
about bald eagles. Being 3 years old
with brown and white coloring, Denali is
still considered to be immature. He will
not get his white head and tail feathers
until he is 5 years old. With the Ohio
bald eagle population soaring, we are
excited to start doing education
programs with Denali once we are
allowed. Watch for further Denali

Volunteer Spotlight
By Heather K.

Meet Stash Sierputowski.
Stash and his wife Denise live in
Middleburg Heights. They share their
home with their dog, Lola, a French
Beauceron. Stash has a long history of
service. As a 20-year veteran of the
military he has served in three different
branches. He first served as a Marine in
Viet Nam and then as a reserve member
in the Navy and Army National Guard.
After 911 he was stationed at Wright
Patterson Air Base providing security on
the base.
Stash currently works for the Cleveland
Metro Parks as a courier and on his day
off he volunteers at the Medina Raptor
Center. He has been volunteering at the
Medina Raptor Center for 7 years and
will often come in for an extra shift.
Stash spends his time at the center
preparing food and making sure the
birds receive fresh water daily. He also
works in our hospital administering

medications when needed. He
enjoys our educational birds
Mattie and Paris our two female
Turkey Vultures as well as
spending time with our
American Kestrel, Mika.

updates on our Medina Raptor Center
Facebook page.
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Acknowledgments!
We are incredibly thankful to all of our
supporters.
The first big thank you is to our Eagle
Scouts. Specifically Ian Black for a lovely
transition cage for songbirds and JJ
Bazan who built this beautiful songbird
flight cage for us.

Our second big thank you is to some of
our donors. This year received a grant
from the Akron Zoo to upgrade our
camera system 10 years after its initial
install. These cameras allow us to watch
our Educational Ambassadors and more
importantly our birds in rehabilitation to
see how they are progressing. Often wild
birds will not show signs of pain or injry
when a person is visible so these camera
offer us insight into their worlds
undisturbed. The babies are also a lot of
fun to watch as they mature.
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Its Baby Season!
This baby season we have been inundated
with calls from concerned citizens who have
found baby birds. Luckily most we have been
able to return to their nests and their
awaiting parents. Not all are so lucky. There
are things you can do to help prevent
orphaned birds. This is a great time to share
these tips with your kids as well to get them
interested in the wildlife right outside their
windows.
1.Check out the flow chart to see if the bird
really needs help. Fledgling season is nearing
and a babies first flight is incredible awkward.
Make sure the parents are still around and
that they are not in immediate danger.

2. Check for nests before cutting down trees.
We currently have 15 Eastern Screach Owl
nestlings in our care because their trees were
cut down while they were growing up. Many
owls are cavity nesters so their nests are not
as obvious as the song bird nests.

3. Keep your cats indoors if possible and
watch your dogs when they are outside. Dogs
and cats are a huge threat to newly fledged
songbirds who are not quite able to get away
yet. If you see a fledgling you can put them
up on a high branch to get them out of
immediate danger but keep an eye on them
because they will probably end up back on
the ground again soon.
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MedinaRaptor@gmail.com
330-591-7300
www.MedinaRaptorCenter.org
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Our Wish List

How Can You Help?

Some of the items we are in need of are:
forever stamps, gas cards, gift cards from
office product stores, Home Depot gift
cards, computer paper, bird seed-cardinal
mix for rehabbing songbirds, paper towels,
non-latex gloves, and much more. You can
find our full wish list on our website or on
Amazon.com.
Visit MedinaRaptorCenter.org to learn
more about donating.

Our wish list and Bird Sponsorship information
are available online at MedinaRaptorCenter.org.
Checks should be made payable to;
The Medina Raptor Center and mailed to PO Box
74, Spencer, OH 44275.
Help us save stamps and opt to receive your
Newsletter or Sponsorship through e-mail! Or
update your address to continue receiving
newsletters.

Help us go GREEN! Send us your email address for the quarterly
newsletter and for NEW nature pamphlets to be sent
throughout the year! Email us at MRC4News@gmail.com

PO Box 74
Spencer, Ohio 44275

