Medina Raptor Center
Rescue. Rehabilitate. Release. “Fall-Back” 2017 Newsletter
~A Retro Nod to our Newsletters of the Past~
Dear Friends,
As fall approaches, we are wrapping up a very
busy 2017 spring and summer season. We
receive an average of 40-50 calls daily, and we
answer every one of them! We still have a few
months before the year is finished and we’ve
already seen over 300 birds come through our
facility! Some unusual patients have come
through our doors this season, a Ruddy Duck,
which is listed as a species of special interest in
Ohio, a Virginia Rail, listed as a species of
concern, a Golden Crowned Kinglet, Broad Wing
Hawk, Merlin, and 2 Peregrine Falcons. Two
beautiful Red Headed Woodpeckers were fully
rehabilitated and released back to their homes.
We haven’t seen one in several years due to
declining population, so Laura was quite smitten
with them- along with the adorable baby
Chimney Swifts!

Chimney Swift nestlings, with a Barn
Swallow snuck in…shhhh

Although rehab season is winding down, West
Nile Virus is in full swing. It is transmitted by
mosquitoes, and is known to cause encephalitis,
a potentially fatal inflammation of the brain and
spinal cord, in birds. The virus starts with weight
loss and feather loss, followed by weakness,
blindness, and lack of awareness, and finally
seizures and death. All birds can become
infected with the virus, but

Red Tailed Hawks, Great Horned Owls, American
Crows, and Blue Jays are most susceptible. You
can help stop the spread of this deadly disease
by checking your property regularly and
eliminating any standing water to prevent
mosquitos from breeding. Don’t forget to tell
your neighbors and friends!
Around the Center:
We’ve seen a lot of changes at the Medina
Raptor Center this year. Our resident birds are
enjoying much clearer views thanks to new
screens installed in their enclosures. We would
like to thank The Akron Zoo for helping with this
and the new signs on each cage, telling a little
about the natural history of the species. Adding
to a growing list of accomplishments, our
volunteers underwent fire safety training and
learned how to use our shiny new fire
extinguishers. Go Team MRC!
This year also brought about some changes we
are sad to report. Unfortunately, we lost two of
our education ambassadors. Reese, the Shorteared Owl, passed away after a brief illness, and
we miss him already. Rascal, our Eastern Screech
Owl, was an integral part of our organization and
her loss was unexpected. Our education
programs and our volunteer training program
won’t be the same without her. She taught our
volunteers the beginning skills needed to
educate the public about her species and other
raptors. While we plan to have another Eastern
Screech Owl ambassador in the future, Rascal
can never be replaced.
Fly free, Rascal and Reese!
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Volunteer Spotlight:
Meet Annette Piechowski. Annette is a critical
care RN who lives in Cleveland with her 3 cats
and an everchanging foster
kitten population.
She is a Board
Member
of
Kamm’s
Kat
Annette with one of her
Guardians, whose
BFFs- our Snowy Owl, Ella
mission is to
advocate for, and
educate people about stray and feral cats.
Kamm’s employs a Trap-Neuter-Release
program and builds outdoor shelters to provide
better lives for the cats. She spent many
weekends with her beloved lab, Lacey,
competing in Dock Diving and Agility shows. She
throws one heck of a doggie pool party! Annette
has been at MRC for 13 years and is a Master
Handler, training new handlers at the center and
assisting in all aspects of our organization. She
loves the Peregrine Falcons, but when asked if
she has a favorite bird at the center she responds
very sweetly, “The one sitting on my fist”.

available! For more information please visit
medinaraptorcenter.org/volunteer.
MRC Giving Opportunities:
Did you know that we receive no government
funding of any kind? The MRC survives solely on
donations. Your generosity helps provide
lifesaving medications, food, housing, and more
to help us rehabilitate our feathered friends.
There are many ways to donate- just pick your
favorite!
•
•
•
•
•

Sponsor a Raptor……………….……………$50
Sponsor Migisi the Bald Eagle……..…$200
Donate any amount via Paypal or check
Send gifts from our Amazon Wishlist
Donate cleaning supplies, office
supplies, gift cards, and bird seed

For more info visit our donation page:
medinaraptorcenter.org/donate.
Our
spokeseagle
Migisi says
“Thank you
for your
donations!
”.

Thanks to all our Volunteers:
The Medina Raptor Center is staffed entirely by
volunteers. Without them there would be no
MRC! Our volunteers are so giving of their time
and talents. From food prep (not a glamorous
job), to cleaning cages (also not a glamourous
job), to treating hospitalized patients (are you
sensing a trend here?), they do it all! We also
depend on volunteers to assist us with
paperwork, book keeping, on site rescues,
resident bird management, transportation,
grounds keeping, maintenance, and so much
more. During the summer, we are lucky to have
wonderful interns too who help with the influx
of babies we care for. To all our volunteers and
interns, we’d like to say, “THANK YOU”!! We
currently have a few coveted volunteer positions

Do you have a group or business looking to
donate volunteer hours? We have plenty of oneday projects we could use help with. Just send us
an email at medinaraptor@gmail.com and we
can quickly put you to work!

YOUR AD HERE
We now offer Quarterly Newsletter
Sponsorships! You can help us continue to
get the word out about our mission, and we
will get the word out about your business.
How’s that for a win/win? Email us at
medinaraptor@gmail.com for details.
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Screech Owls are masters
of camouflage- can you
find this one?
Our wonderful interns!

Annette with our
Education Eagle, Migisi

Releasing two of
several Kestrels we
raised from
nestlings this year

These American Crows kept us
on our toes all summer long!

We saw a lot of baby
Mourning Doves this year!

Red Headed Woodpecker after
rehabilitation and release (bottom)

Young male Bald Eagle
after surgery to repair
an injured wing
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