Rescue. Rehabilitate. Release.
Established in 1990, The Medina Raptor
Center is a leading raptor rehabilitation
facility in Ohio. Our purpose is to
rescue, rehabilitate, and release injured
and orphaned raptors. We specialize in
birds of prey and treat over 400 birds
each year. All receive individual
attention, appropriate veterinary care,
physical therapy, and conditioning before returning them to the wild.

Autumn/ Winter 2016

MRC is a non-profit 501 © (3)
organization and permitted by State and
Federal Agencies. We operate solely on
donations of time, funds, and supplies.

Medina Raptor
Center
MedinaRaptor@gmail.com
330-591-7300
www.MedinaRaptorCenter.org
Find us on Facebook!

News from the Mews by Laura Jordan
THANK YOU, THANK YOU,
THANK YOU!
We have had a busy summer and
saw so many different birds from all
over Ohio. We wish to thank
everyone who helped us help the
birds by bringing in donations of
food for the songbirds, cleaning
items, scrub brushes, laundry
detergent and those friends who
sent us needed items from our
Amazon wish list. We also want to
thank those of you who purchased
sponsorships to help us with costs,
and those who donated cash to
help purchase food for the raptors.
We can’t thank you enough.
A special thank you to all of you
who have been helping us with
Valorie our burn victim. She is doing
so well and has recovered far better
than I ever expected her too. Thank
you for all your prayers and your
support with her recovery. She is
still having issues with her beak and
we are hopeful this will resolve
itself.
We would like to say thank Cargill
for donating to us $1,000 for
educational and environmental
efforts. Thank you to everyone at
Cargill!

As we move forward into another
year we have plans to improve
some of our enclosures such as
putting a new roof on our isolation
area and modifying an enclosure for
our little Short-eared Owl, named
Reeses.

Many thanks to Jonathan West and
his Eagle scout project to assist us in
keeping the critters out of our
garbage cans. Beautiful job! Well
done!
Our final big thank you for the
season goes out to the wonderful
staff at the Akron Zoo for
volunteering their time to come out
and clean cages and mulch trails .
We love getting to work with other
fantastic organizations in the area.

We would also like to add a new
floor-to-ceiling cage for songbirds in
our annex building and upgrade our
older enclosures.
Some of these enclosures are 25
years old and need some serious
upgrades to keep the birds safe
while they are here. We also hope
to add an addition to our building
and put all of our educational
supplies and equipment, giving us
more space.
And finally, some sad news. This
year we lost our wonderful Sawwhet Owl, Willow. She was a great
ambassador for her species and will
be sorely missed.
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Preparing for Winter

It’s All About Location

At the Medina Raptor Center hospital, we see so many
unnecessary injuries to birds. Human interference is the
cause of around 90% of the cases that we see.

By Dale Rabung, Ohio Bluebird Society

Check for nests before cutting down trees or clearing
brush. Autumn and winter are the best months for
outdoor maintenance to avoid nesting seasons.

Once you have selected a proper nesting box for
Eastern Bluebirds, your most important decision to
begin a successful trail is where to place the box to best
attract the Bluebirds.
The old real estate statement about “location, location,
location” is true. You need to place the boxes where
they will attract Bluebirds and discourage other birds. A
Bluebird nest box should be placed in an open, mowed
field, yard, golf course, cemetery, park, or other similar
area. It should be placed:
1. Within 70-80 feet of a tree.
2. At least 150 feet away from any building
3. At least 100 feet from heavy woods.
The reasons for the above are easy. The first is to allow
a safe landing area when the babies leave the nest.
Without a tree in proximity, the babies will land on the
ground and be easy picking for any cat or other
predator in the area.

Use window deterrents to prevent window strikes such
as seasonally decorative decals, drawing blinds, putting
up screens, and placing feeders an appropriate
distance from the window.
Cap chimneys, vents, and wells to prevent wildlife from
coming in and becoming trapped.
Be careful driving, especially in the Fall when deer
become most active due to their rutting season.
We have several months of winter coming but it’s never
too early to think about how we can help our songbirds
manage through the cold weather. Providing fresh seed
and water is most important.
It’s also time to think about cleaning out nesting boxes
and placing new ones so they are ready for the spring.
The Bluebird Winter Feeding Recipe:
4 cups yellow corn meal; 2 cups all purpose flower
1 cup lard; 1 cup creamy peanut butter
1 cup chopped raisins; 1 cup raw sunflower kernels.
Mix dry ingredients with a mixer. With mixer running,
add alternating tablespoons of lard and peanut butter.
Mix in raisins and sunflower kernels. The goal is to get
the mix not too sticky, and not too crumbly. Squeeze
into golf ball size balls and freeze in freezer bags in
groups of five. When ready to use, put the five balls in
the microwave on high for about 30 seconds and enjoy
the fun.

The second will “somewhat” discourage the House
Sparrow from competing for the nest box. Be careful, as
House Sparrows are known to kill Bluebirds and nest on
top of them. House Sparrow tend to nest near buildings,
including barns or sheds.
The third will discourage the use of the nest box by
House Wrens. The Wren will fill the box with “pretzel
stick” sized sticks.
Bluebirds will not nest within 100 yards of other
Bluebirds, as they need that space as a food source for
their babies. If you have a pond in the area, you can
place a nest box within 20 or 30 feet of the first box to
attract Tree Swallows. Tree Swallows will co-exist with
Bluebirds as they feed on insects in flight while
Bluebirds eat insects on the ground.
All of this is based on my experiences and others who
have maintained successful trails for year. It is,
however, not a hard and fast guide without exception,
and you may be successful in other locations.
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Sponsor a Bird Program
Funding for the Medina Raptor Center relies exclusively on donations. There is
no paid staff and all contributions are used to provide food, housing and medical
care for the birds. The Center is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and all
donations are tax deductible.
We have ongoing needs for a variety of supplies from food to lumber to medical
items. Donation of items is greatly appreciated. Please contact us to arrange
delivery of your materials/supply donation.
Other suggestions are gift cards for home improvement stores, grocery stores,
office supply stores, Rodent Pro gift certificates for mice and rats, and local pet
store gift certificates.
Other food items (unopened and fresh): chopped walnuts: plain – no salt or
additives, Wheat Germ, and fruit (fresh or frozen) (grapes, raspberries,
strawberries)
General items such as paper towels, new or used 10 gallon aquariums (no
cracks), gallon jugs of Simple Green Cleaner, Clorox ‘Green Works’,
Compostable Cleaners, antibacterial wipes, . Thank you!
The Sponsor A Bird Program is one way you can participate in the conservation of these magnificent birds of prey. By sponsoring one
of the permanent residents at the Medina Raptor Center, you support the care and feeding of the Center’s patients and permanent
residents. A sponsorship packet comes along with each donation. With the holidays fast approaching, Bird Sponsorships make great
gift ideas.
Sponsorship Donation of $50.00 for any bird of your choice unless otherwise indicated:
Barn Owl

Great Blue Heron

Barred Owl

Red-tailed Hawk

Eastern Screech Owl

Red-shouldered Hawk

Great Horned Owl

Rough-legged Hawk

Short-eared Owl

American Kestrel

Snowy Owl

Peregrine Falcon

Bluebird ($25)

Turkey Vulture

Cedar Waxwing ($25)

American Bald Eagle ($200)

If you would like to sponsor a bird listed please check the box next to the species name or we can select a bird for you.
Name of the person receiving the sponsorship (if different)

Your Name: _______________________________

Name (for certificate): ____________________________

Address: __________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City, State: ________________________________

City, State: _____________________________________

Zip: ______________________________________

Zip: ___________________________________________

Telephone: ________________________________

Telephone: _____________________________________

Enclosed is a check/cash in the amount of ___ $25 ___$50 ___$200 ___Other
(Thank you for your support and please make checks payable to the Medina Raptor Center.)
Remember all donations will go toward the purchase of food and medication for the Center’s patients and permanent residents. Contributions to Sponsor A Bird
are tax deductible as allowed by law.

Medina Raptor Center, P.O. Box 74, Spencer, Ohio 44275












There are around 200 different owl species.

Most owls are active at night (nocturnal).
A group of owls is called a parliament.
Most owls hunt insects, small mammals, and other birds. Some even hunt fish.
Owls have powerful talons (claws) which help them catch and kill prey.
Owls have large eyes and a flat face.
Owls can turn their heads as much as 270 degrees.
Owls are farsighted, meaning they can’t see things close to their eyes clearly.
Owls are very quiet in flight compared to other birds of prey.
The color of owl’s feathers helps them blend into their environment (camouflage).
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/animals/owl.html
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