Rescue. Rehabilitate. Release.
Established in 1990, The Medina Raptor
Center is a leading raptor rehabilitation
facility in Ohio. Our purpose is to
rescue, rehabilitate, and release injured
and orphaned raptors. We specialize in
birds of prey and treat over 400 birds
each year. All receive individual
attention, appropriate veterinary care,
physical therapy, training, and conditioning before returning them to the
wild.
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MRC is a non-profit 501 © (3)
organization and permitted by State and
Federal Agencies. We operate solely on
donations of time, funds, and supplies.

Medina Raptor
Center
MedinaRaptor@gmail.com
330-591-7300
www.MedinaRaptorCenter.org

News from the Mews By Laura Jordan
This year we had trouble with our
phones. For a while we could not
answer anything inside the Center.
We ordered new ones and so from
here on out we should be able to
answer every call. Thanks for being
patient while this was happening. We
have changed our number too. Our
new number is 330-591-7300.
What happens when you drop a bird
off here? Have you ever wondered
why we ask all those questions and
have you fill out forms?

Every bird has to have a paper trail.
Each bird is assigned a number. That
number is on the paperwork that you
fill out. The birds’ injuries and
condition is checked out and written
down along with your observations.
You are then given a newsletter or
one of our flyers that contain the
intake number of your bird. You leave
and then we go to work. The bird is
given fluids if necessary and the
appropriate medical care. Our
veterinarian is called if there is a
fracture or wound that we do not feel
we are able to care for.

The bird and all its information is then
recorded into our database and at the
end of the year it gives us our annual
report. This report is then given to US
Fish and Wildlife Service and to the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources
that grant us our permits.
We do not receive any federal or state
funding.
We are totally dependent on the
generosity of our friends and those who
donate when they bring a bird in for
rescue. We apply for various grants
and offer educational programming to
schools and other organizations around
the area. We also allow organizations
and individuals to sponsor a bird on an
annual basis. If you would like to
become a sponsor, you can find the
information on our website.
The day-to-day operation of our
center is maintained completely by our
dedicated volunteers, thus we are not
open to the public. We take in sick or
injured birds between 9 AM and 1 PM.
Our primary mission is to rehabilitate
and release wild birds, so tours of our
facility are only available on a limited
basis. Check back in the fall for more
information.
Consider an in kind donation when you
bring in a bird to help with the care of
the bird. Our website has ideas on
what we need. We have established an
Amazon Gift Account and also take
donations via PayPal. THANK YOU!

Songbirds may be small, but they sure
have big appetites! Did you know that
songbirds eat an enormous amount of
fruit and insects?
Each week, we go through 5 pounds of
fruit, 5,000 meal worms, and 1,000
wax worms! We raise our own meal
worms and wax worms to help save on
the expense of purchasing them. To
purchase the worms we’d need for a
week, it would cost us about $100.
While we would love to grow our own
fruit supply, we don’t have the
greenest thumbs, so we are forced to
make many trips to the store each
week to replenish it. It costs us about
$40 per week. These expenses are in
addition to the cost of feeding our
raptors at nearly $30,000 annually.
One tub of waxworms containing 250
costs $12.00 = $48.00 a week. A bag
of 5,000 mealworms = $38.00. Fruit =
$40.00 a week. 200 Earthworms =
$20.00 a week. AND about $25,000$30.000 per year for an average of
450 raptors.
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This summer we had a unique opportunity to release two
juvenile Barn Owls, and to rescue and rehabilitate and
release eight Great Horned Owlets, seven Redshouldered Hawks, four Red-tailed Hawks, three Turkey
Vultures, and two Bald Eagles in addition to our usual
Robins, Grackles, Red-winged Blackbirds, Blue Jays,
Bluebirds and lots of woodpeckers.

HOW YOU CAN HELP – There are so many ways to help
the birds here at MRC . . . Amazon Wish List, Amazon
Smile, Pay Pal, gifts of money, and sponsorships which
also make ideal gifts to give for special occasions and
holidays.

Our friends from KeyBank came out in May to help us
clean cages. Four pizzas and gallons of water later we
got five cages cleaned! Thank you!
We are looking for volunteer help in the following
area: MAINTAINANCE, Repairs of perches and
buildings, walkways, gardens, and keeping trees
trimmed.

Medina Raptor Center

A male Bald Eagle came into our center in January from
Wood County. He suffered a fractured wing from most likely
after being hit by a car. After three surgeries and recovery
time he was sent to The Ohio Bird Sanctuary for flight work
to get him ready to return to the sky. This beautiful bird was
banded and returned to freedom on July 7th at Malabar
Farm on Mt. Jeeze.

He’s one of eight baby Great Horned Owls we released this
year. He was released in July. We wish him and all the
others well. Look out skunks and rabbits and squirrels!

We work closely with a master bird bander so on occasion
we get updates on the birds we have released. These
releases make all our efforts and work feel like we made a
difference.
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It’s summertime at MRC!
We have just started August and we are busier than
ever. We have 65 patients here all different ages and
species. Thank goodness for our wonderful interns!
Thank you to Hiram College, Malone University, and
Ohio University for sharing your students with us this
summer. We love to teach students and they are good
learners. These students are invaluable to us during
baby season.

Some of medical issues we see with incoming birds have to do
with weather, and some deal with landscaping issues where
people cut trees down in the spring when nests are full of
babies.
This year we had an abundance of food for baby birds in the
form of cicadas. Lots of insectivores enjoyed a bounty of
protein from those noisy bugs. Even the raptor fledglings
enjoyed snacking on them.
Our interns this year are: Garrick A., Elisha P., Julia F.
and Thea A.
Garrick is a junior attending Ohio U majoring in Biology/
wildlife conservation.
Elisha is a junior at Malone University; her major is
zoology and wildlife biology,
Julia is a junior at Hiram college with a double major in
neuroscience and biology.
Thea is a junior at Hiram with a major in environmental
sciences and educational studies.

The students learn the different diets we have to use for
each species of bird and the different protocols for all
the problems they may come in with. They learn proper
cleaning procedures, how to do all the necessary
paperwork, and how to identify the different species.
West Nile Virus is now in full swing and affecting our local
wildlife, especially owls and hawks. If you see a downed bird,
please call a wildlife rehabilitator immediately. Successful
rehabilitation of this virus depends on treatment as soon as
possible. Find a local rehabilitator by searching “rehabilitator”
on the ODNR website at wildlife.ohiodnr.gov

P.O. Box 74
SPENCER, OHIO 44275

HOW CAN YOU HELP

Our wish list and Bird Sponsorship information are available online at MedinaRaptorCenter.org. Checks should be made out to
The Medina Raptor Center and mailed to PO Box 74, Spencer, OH 44275.
Visit MedinaRaptorCenter.org to learn more about donating. Thank you for your support!
To Sponsor a Bird - please see the website for sponsorship form and
bird species and names
_______ BALD EAGLE SPONSORSHIP

$200

_______ One Year Newsletter

$15

GENERAL DONATION (specify amount)

$________

Your Name

Email

____________________________________

____________________________________

Your Address
____________________________________________

Phone Number

_____________________________________________

____________________________________

