B Injured barn owl rescued
and nursed back to health.

By RITA BOYD

BERLIN, Ohio — “"Home 10 moost™ is
mofe than an expression for a bham owl
that wat recemtly relensed on 5 Holmes
Commty Farm,

Enrlier this sprimg, the cowl was injured
ifi a collisson with a vehicle.

A concermed bocal farmer made the
conbections o have the owl taken o the
Medina Rapior Cemier, even though he
feared the owl] might Bod survive.

Two surgerbes. At the cender, it was
determaned that the owl had a broken leg.

The leg was set, but a week later it
dids't seem 1o be healing properly. Sir-
gery was performsd and & pin was placed
in i broken leg.

Weeks of healing was followed h}l Aan-
other surgery 1o remove the pin

According o Lawra lordan of the Me-
dins Eapnm: Cenler, 8% s0on as the pin Wik

- removed. the owl began using the leg and

exercisang his talons.
Al that poand, she felt much more con-

- hdest about his recovery and eveniizal re-
' lease back into the wild

Band tells story. From ibe leg band
oo the injured owl, it was determined that

' the 0wl had been nesting in 3 box on Paal
- Boyd's farm in Holmes County (abowut 2
miles froam where it was npaced).

Counterclockwisa from top left: Tom
Henry, a retired wildlife supervisor from the
Ohio Division of Wildlife who holds a permit
to band owls privately, rebanded and supaer-
vised the release of a barn owl recovering
from a broken leg and two surgeries. Laura
Jordan, from the Medina Raplor Center,
helped nurse the barn owl back to health.

Observers of the box had noted that the male owl
wak no longer aroumsd, bui antil they were notified
about the injured owl, they didnt know why.

By necessity, the female owl woald leave the nest
= and the eggs and yousg chicks — for extended pe-
riods of Hme o hunl.

Unable to successfully incubsic the cggs and care
for the chicks herself, the pest was eventually lost.

Two other nests on (he same famm were also lost,
presumably because the same male was working all
thoee nexi boxes

Ready for release. Once the mjured owl was
fully recovered, the likely spot for his release was
back on the farm where be had been nesting.

Om - a beautiful summer evening, the owl was res
banded (the orgimal band tmd been removed in arder o

properly care for the broken legh by Tom Heary, retired
wildlife supervisor from the Ohio Division of Wildlife
whi still maintaing a permit o privase band birds, and
released.

Without hesatanon, the owl swooped around the side
of the bam, through an open window, and perched on
a rafier in the barn

He was homse"

Update: Since his relewse & few weeks ago, the owl
has been oserved in a secomd barm on the farm and n
bam ow| has been heard on several occasions in the
early moeming bours,

Hopefully, be's bome bo- stay and will be- nesting

AgHin Won,



